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ABSTRACT

Previous research has emphasized the need to explore the population of cassava
post-harvest technologies among individuals, processing groups and large-scale
processors. This study used data obtained from 129 cassava processors to highlight
the relative positioning of key stakeholders and the social dynamics, which promote
innovativeness in fufu processing in five locations selected after extensive scoping
visits to 23 fufu processing sites in southwest Nigeria. After the initials analysis of the
data, small-scale validation exercise was carried out using focus group discussions in
three of the locations. The study found that younger, more active women and men
are more likely to specialize in wet paste fufu processing. All processors of other cas-
sava products identified in the study were native Yoruba women. The main stake-
holders in the fufu processing and marketing system identified in this study were fufu
processors, cassava farmers, family members, cassava traders, transport providers,
other service providers, labourers, processors of other cassava products and fufu
traders. Processors were found to have readily adapted processing techniques to
their local situation. This initiative demonstrates that local processors can be innova-
tive. The study concluded that wet paste fufu processing is a viable commercial en-
terprise in rural, peri-urban areas. The relatively recent entrance of men into this busi-
ness may reflect its growing commercial potential. Individual processor's ownership
of an innovation is not necessarily a precursor for its introduction since a key charac-
teristic found in the fufu processing system is processors’ rental of technologies from
service providers.
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