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ABSTRACT 
Atmospheric Harmattan dust precipitation samples collected from a network of stations 
throughout the Kano metropolis were analysed for copper, manganese, nickel and zinc 
by atomic absorption spectrometry.  Values from all the stations averaged over approxi-
mately six months indicate human activity while the strong diurnal thermal turbulence 
was identified as the primary source of these metals in the precipitation. The concentra-
tions of manganese and zinc correlated with the industrial activities of the metropolis. 
Maximum concentrations of Mn and Zn were > 80 µg g-1 while Cu and Ni were < 10 µg 
g-1. 
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