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ABSTRACT

The paper examined the importance of two primary institutions (home and school) in arousing children
interest in agricultural practice for food security and poverty alleviation in Abeokuta North Local Gov-
ernment Area of Ogun State. The instrument used for data collection was structured interview sched-
uled for eighty (80) pupils selected through multistage sampling technique from four major settlements
in the study area. Chi-square and analysis of variance were used in analyzing the data. The result
indicated that 37.50% of the children are within ages 5 and 6 years, 25% between ages 7 and 8 years.
62% attended private primary school and belong to polygamous families. Among incentives for agricul-
tural practices mentioned by majority of the children (62.5%) were viewing farm far away from home
while 31.8% have open land beside their house free for cultivation. Interest shown by majority of the
(male and female) were planting seeds and harvesting while all the girls liked taking care of plants.
70% of the boys liked taking care of animals, the same percentage 50% liked to cut grass. The chi-
square values 3.52, 5.544, 3.52 and 2.840 revealed significant relationship between the children’s
interest and motivating factors such as: fear of hunger, leisure friendliness, presence of incentive, and
display of achievement, respectively. The result of test of analysis of variance {F cal = 0.75, F tab =
2.87, P<0.05} showed no significant difference between interest shown in agriculture and sex of chil-
dren.
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INTRODUCTION
The issue of food sufficiency and food
security is becoming a national matter just
as global food adequacy has become a
topical issue. More than 800 million peo-
ple throughout the developing world and
some other millions in more affluent so-
cieties do not have enough food to meet
their basic needs (Ladele and Ayoola,
1996). Millions of people experience pro-
longed hunger resulting in malnutrition,

growth retardation, susceptibility to dis-
eases and sometimes outright death due to
starvation. NARP, (1997) reported that
nearly half of sub-Saharan Africa’s total
population lives in household that are suf-
fering from food deprivation, not because
they lacked capacity to produce enough
food for its rapidly growing population but
rather that the wrong focus has often been
applied by planners in food security strate-
gies.
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Evidence of enormous importation of
foodstuffs like rice and other commonly
eaten foods in Nigeria portends danger
and is an evident of lower interest in local
food production. The non-challance to ag-
riculture as an occupation and means of
survival may pose danger as the country
will soon become foreign foodstuff mar-
ket, making nonsense the enormous land
space and good climate available for food
crops cultivation in the country.

Previous researchers had established posi-
tive and significant relationship between
rural background and participation in agri-
culture. Jibowo (1998) emphasized that
students who grew in rural areas are more
likely to show interest and participate in
agricultural than those who grew up in
urban centers. Now with mass emigration
to urban centers by rural youths, what
kind of future now holds for indigenous
agriculture?

Rural children have been reported to be
future role players in agricultural economy
of any nation (Adedoyin, 2000). Travers
(1970) described motivation as an inner
restlessness that urges organisms into ac-
tivity which are often variously called
drivers, needs, desires, etc, which stimu-
lates interest. Motivation assumes correct
relevance when motives of behaviour are
understood. Kundu and Tutoo (2002)
identified six motives which underlie chil-
dren’s behaviour as curiosity or explora-
tory, acquisitive constructive self display,
self-abasement and combat. Activity of
behaviour in life cannot be ensured with
satisfaction in the absence of an adequate
environment.

Problem Statement

A close look at the way young people tried
to establish their livelihoods showed how
they grow with their enterprise overtime to
make a stable livelihood. Also, the manner
in which assets and opportunities are
passed from generation to generation is of
critical importance when livelihoods
around farming are examined. Young peo-
ple do not have same access and control
over recourses such as farm land as adults
except as dependents in its long-term as an
enterprise undertaken by their parents.
Given this scenario, continuity of practice
becomes imperative while interest of the
vulnerable group becomes substantially
important. This paper, therefore, seeks to
find out how the teaming youths are being
influenced to see agriculture through cor-
rect perspective of food security and life
sustenance.

Objectives of the Study

The major objective of the paper is to ex-
amine how interest of children are groomed
toward agriculture.

Specifically, the study seeks to:

(i) Examine the available incentives in
the primary social institutions for
agricultural practice.

(if) Assess interest of children to some
farm operations.

(iii)Identify the children’s interest
motivator.

(iv) Describe the demographic charac-
teristics of the children explaining
their behaviour.

Hypotheses

Two hypotheses stated in null form were
used to test statistical relationship among
variables in the study:
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Ho: there is no significant relationship
between children interest in agriculture;
and motives of behaviour like fear of hun-
ger, curiosity/expectation, self display,
presence of incentive, etc.

Ho: there is no significant difference be-
tween sex of children and interest in agri-
cultural activities.

METHODOLOGY
Study Area
The area of study was Abeokuta North
Local Government which was carved out
of former Abeokuta Local Government in
1991. The Local Government consists of
the following settlements, namely lbere-
kodo, Saje, Elega, Arakanga, Adedotun,
Ita-aka, Oke-ata, Olomoore, Onikolobo,
Onikoko, Adigbe, and Ita-Oshin

Sources of Data

A validated interview schedule was used

to collect data which was designed to

elicit information on:

1. Individual characteristics of the

children

2. Direction of interest toward cultural
farm practices.

3. Factor that drove their interest.

Sample size and Sampling technique

Four (4) settlements were purposively se-
lected namely Onikolobo, Onikoko,
Adigbe, and Ita-Oshin because of their
congruity. Twenty households were picked
systematically from each settlement. One
pupil whose age fall within 5 and 11 years
was chosen from each of the selected
households giving a total of 80 respon-
dents.

Measurement of Variables

Personal characteristics like age, school
and sex were asked directly and recorded
likewise. Interest was measured as inter-
ested, and not interested against few stated
farm activities. Incentives in the environ-
ment was measured by demanding from
pupils facilities available either in their
homes or schools attended which could aid
knowledge and practice of agriculture.

Motivating factors were measured by test-
ing the relationship that existed between
identified motivators of behavior and inter-
est of the respondent. Descriptive statistics,
chi-square and analysis of variance were
employed to analyse data collected.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Table 1: Incentives for farming at home and school

Facilities/ Activities

Available Not Available
N % N %
Open land beside house free for gardening 25 31.25 55 68.75
House has backyard garden 10 12.50 70 87.50
Family has farm far away from home 40 50.00 30 37.50
Tend flowers around house 15 18.95 65 81.25
School has garden 10 12.50 70 87.50
There are gardens beside school compound 10 12.50 70 87.50
Planting done in tins 15 18.75 70 87.50
See farm on television & video 50 62.50 30 37.50
Have excursions to farms 15 18.75 65 81.25

Source: Field Survey, 2007

*Multiple responses
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Table 1 showed that majority lacked es-
sential incentive at both home and school
for practice of agriculture. Ninety percent
of the children lived in homes without
backyard garden and 12.5% attend schools
that have garden. Accessibility to nearby
land for agriculture is enjoyed by only
18.5% while majority 65.5% have only
planted in tins. Importance of designated
land for practices of agriculture whether at
home or school is enormous. In gardens,
children learn about different plants,
seeds, seedlings and crops. They learn sci-
ence by observing germination, watering
plants and study soil structures. Home gar-
dens offer the child personal experiences
and nature from their own observations,
instruction of parents and relatives and
from information heard on radio and tele-
vision.

Table 2 showed majority (96.6% females
and 70.0% males) of the children liked
sowing seeds; 83.3% of females liked to
weed farms; while 70.0% of males liked
to take care of animals, and 80.0% liked
spraying on plants and harvesting. Very
few females did not like processing food-
stuff (6.7%); taking care of plants (3.0%)
and planting seeds (3.0%).

Interests may be defined as an individual’s
behavior tendency to be attracted towards
a certain class of activities. Attitude and
interest are jointly interactive when a child
has interest in a he stimulates positive dis-
position towards the activity.

Table 3 showed 62.5%of the children
were males and 37.5% females, majority

attended private primary 62.5% and be-
longed to polygamous family setting.
About forty percent are aged 5-6 years.
Half of the subjects’ parents (50%) are
traders. The table showed majority of the
children fall within the concrete operation
stage of Piaget’s classification, 7-11 years.
He described the stage as when the child
develops logical thought by concrete op-
erations. And that the child is able to think
before he acts, he is also consider the con-
sequences of his actions and mind.

This age is ideal in introducing interesting
different dimensions to agricultural prac-
tices and allow the child have first hand
encounter with nature. Successes recorded
will condition him to associate agriculture
with life and survival.

As shown in the table, the motivators of
child’s interest were: presence of incentive,
display of self ability and achievement, lei-
sure friendliness and fear of hunger, etc
such variables which reflected statistical
positive and significant relationship. While
acquisitiveness and combat did not reflect
significant values for example 0.651,
0.817, and 0.714, respectively.

The outcome of test of the hypothesis F cal
-0.75; F tab- 2.866; p < 0.05 showed insig-
nificant difference in interest shown by dif-
ferent sexes of the children. This proved
that sex poised no barrier in motivating
children for participating in agricultural
practices for food security and also for
livelihood either as a primary occupation or
secondary.
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Table 2: Interest of the Children to farm activities
Farming Activities

Interested Not Interested

Malen=50 Femalen=30 Malen=50 Female n=30

N % N % N % N %
Likes to plant seeds 35 70.0 29 9.6 15 30.0 1 30
Likes to weed farm 28 56.0 25 833 22 440 5 16.0
Likes to take care of plants 30 60.0 30 100.0 20 40.0 1 30
Likes to take care of animals 35 700 10 330 15 300 20 66.6
Likes processing foodstuffs 25 500 20 66.0 25 50.0 2 67
Likes packaging food for storage 30  60.0 45 50.0 20 400 15 50.0
Likes to cut grass 25 50.0 15 500 25 50.0 15 50.0
Likes to spray plants 40 80.0 1 330 10 200 20 66.6
Likes harvesting 40 80.0 25 833 10 200 5 16.0

Source: Field Survey, 2007
* Multiple responses

Table 3: Personal and Family characteristics of the Children

Characteristics Frequency Percentages
Age (Years)
5-6 30 37.50
7-8 20 25.00
9-10 15 18.75
11 5 18.75
Total 80 100.00
School attended
Public primary 30 375
Private primary 50 62.5
Total 80 100.0
Sex
Male 50 62.5
Female 30 37.5
Total 80 100.0
Family Type
Nuclear 20 25.0
Extended 30 37.5
Monogamous 20 25.0
Polygamous 10 12.5
Total 80 100.0
Parents Occupation
Civil service 16 20.0
Teaching/Lecturing 14 17.5
Trading/Business 40 50.0
Agriculture/Farmer 10 12.5
Total 80 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2007
*Multiple responses
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Table 4: Chi-square value of motivators of child’s interest to agriculture

Variables
df v cal v tab Decision

Fear of hunger 2 3.52 0.172 S
leisure friendliness 2 5.54 0.136 S
Curiosity/ exploratory 2 1.12 0.772 S
Self display/ achievement 2 2.84 0.840 S
Presence of incentive 2 3.52 0.172 S
Acquisitiveness 1 0.205 0.651 NS
Self abasement 1 0.051 0.817 NS
Combat 1 0.134 0.714 NS

Source: Field Survey, 2007
* Multiple responses

Table 5: Result of analysis of variance testing differences in interest by sex gender

Variance Ss df ms F f-value  F-critical
Between grp 0.24 4 0.06 0.75 0.5698 2.86608
Within grp 1.6 20 0.08

Total 1.34 24

Source: Field Survey, 2007
* Multiple responses

Observed F Value = 0.75
Tabulated Value = 2.87; hence, F cal < F tab, therefore Hy is accepted.

CONCLUSION RECOMMENDATIONS
Incentives in the immediate environment 1. Initiatives that aim to increase capacity
of the children will facilitate children in- of children should be carefully pre-
volvement in agriculture. Secondly, activi- pared and well-planned with gradual
ties will arouse children interest if the de- introduction as key factors to achiev-
sign is appropriate for their age and stage ing success.

of development. Children will identify
with finding solutions to agricultural prob- 2. To deal with problem of dwindling in-

lem like food insecurity if they are in- terests of youths in agriculture, efforts
volved in agricultural practices as this is should be to revitalize, create structures
one of our specific objectives. that stimulates self-reliance and innova-
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tion right from primary school.

3. There is the need to emphasize rela-
tionship between syllabus culture and
the development processes in agricul-
ture.

4. To address food security in our local
communities, the up coming generation
must be encouraged right from child-
hood in the practice of agriculture.

REFERENCES
Adedoyin, S.F. 2000. Keynote address;
Sustainable Children-in- Agriculture Pro-
gramme in Nigeria. In Akubuilo, C.J.C,
Mgbada, J.U. et al., (Eds.) “Sustainable
Children-in-Agriculture Programme in
Nigeria”.

FAO, Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion of the United Nations, 1997. Agri-
cultural Food and Nutrition in Africa.
Food and Agricultural Organization of
United Nations, Rome, pages 85-90.

Hart, R.1997. Children’s Participation:
The theory and practice in community and
UNICEF, Earthsan Publication Ltd., Lon-
don.

Jibowo, A.A.1988. “Rural Children in the
Nigerian Youth Programme: Food Secu-
rity of Nigeria, Proceedings of the first
National Research Network Meeting and

Conference of the Children — In: Agricul-
ture Program (CIAP), held at Ogun State
University, Ago-lwoye, pages 37-45.

Kundu, C.L., Tutoo N. 2002. Educational
Psychology: Sterling Publishers Private
Limited, New Delhi, pages 138-139.

LEISA 2004. A Magazine on Low Exter-
nal Input and Sustainable Agriculture. Vol.
20, No. 2; Amersfoort, the Netherlands.

Ladele, A.A., Ayoola, G.B. 1996. Food
marketing and its role in food security in
“Integrated Agricultural Production in Ni-
geria: Strategies and mechanisms for food
security”. Shaid, E.; Adedipe, N.O.; Aliyu
and Jireds. Monograph No.5

Maunder, A.N. 1992. Agricultural Exten-
sion. A Reference Manual, F.A.O., Rome.

NARP, 1997. Integrated Agricultural Pro-
duction in Nigeria. Strategies and Mecha-
nisms for Food Security Monograph No 5.

Travers, J.F. 1970. Fundamentals of Edu-
cational Psychology Scranton Pennsyl-
vania International Textbook Co; pp 2004.

ISSN 1595—9694 © UNAAB 2003

19



